
Art History Focus: TheWorld of Art Spaces and Their
Role in Supporting Artists and Communities

Grade Level: 9-10th Grade

Subject:Visual Arts and Cultural Studies

Objective: Students will explore various art spaces, understanding their roles in
supporting artists and fostering community engagement. Students will analyze the
impact of di�erent types of art spaces and create a conceptual design of their own,
considering artistic, social, and practical aspects.

Materials:

- Computers or tablets with internet access for research and virtual tours
- Projector and screen for presentations
- Paper, pencils, markers, and other art supplies for design activities
- Journals for re�ective writing
- Handouts detailing di�erent types of art spaces and their functions
- �ubrics for assessing presentations and designs

Lesson Duration: Five 60-minute class sessions.

Relevant Text:

Art spaces have long been integral to the growth of artistic communities and the
cultivation of creativity. From the intimate setting of a personal studio to the dynamic
environment of an art collective, these spaces serve as both a sanctuary for artists and a
bridge to the broader community. Historically, art spaces have evolved tomeet the needs
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of artists and the communities they engage, providing resources, fostering collaboration,
and facilitating cultural dialogue.

In the 19th century, artists like the Impressionists in Paris formed collectives and held
exhibitions outside the traditional gallery system, challenging the established norms of
the art world and paving the way for alternative art spaces. These early examples
demonstrated the power of artist-driven spaces to foster newmovements and create
opportunities for underrepresented artists.

As the 20th century progressed, art spaces continued to diversify. The emergence of
artist-run spaces, like TheMattress Factory in Pittsburgh and Prospect NOLA in New
Orleans, showcased innovative approaches to supporting artists through experimental
exhibitions and community engagement. These spaces o�en prioritize �exibility and
inclusivity, o�ering residencies, workshops, and open studios that invite public
participation and encourage dialogue between artists and audiences.

Today, art spaces aremore diverse and accessible than ever, re�ecting the changing
landscape of contemporary art. They can be found in abandoned warehouses, repurposed
industrial sites, and community centers, each with its own unique character andmission.
From small, grassroots initiatives to large, established institutions, art spaces continue to
evolve, adapting to the needs of artists and communities in an ever-changing cultural
environment.

Art spaces are not just physical locations; they are platforms for expression, innovation,
and social engagement. They provide artists with the freedom to experiment and develop
their practice while connecting with audiences inmeaningful ways. By examining
various art spaces and their roles, students can gain a deeper understanding of how these
environments shape artistic production and in�uence the cultural landscape.
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DetailedWeekly Plan

Day 1: Introduction to Art Spaces

Objective: Introduce students to various art spaces and their roles in promoting artistic
growth and community engagement.

Materials for Day 1:
- Slideshow presentation of various art spaces (personal studios, art collectives,
educational centers, museums, community art projects)
- Inspirational videos highlighting di�erent art spaces
- Paper andmarkers

Instructions and Script for Day 1:

Introduction (10minutes):
- Teacher Script: "Goodmorning, everyone! Today, we’re exploring the diverse world of
art spaces—each one designed to foster creativity and community in its own unique way.
Let's dive into understanding how these spaces contribute to the art world and society."

Presentation on Art Spaces (20minutes):
- Activity: Show a slideshow of various art spaces. Each slide should detail one type of
space, its purpose, and its impact on artists and communities.
- Discussion Prompts: "What di�erences do you notice in the design and purpose of these
art spaces?" "How do these spaces serve both artists and the community?"

Hands-OnActivity: Brainstorming Art Space Concepts (20minutes):
- Instructions: "Think about an art space you would like to visit or create.What would it
look like?What would its purpose be?"
-Materials: Provide paper andmarkers for students to sketch their ideas.
- Guidance:Walk around to help students brainstorm and conceptualize their art spaces.
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Wrap-Up (10minutes):
- Teacher Script: "Great job today! Tomorrow, we’ll explore speci�c art spacesmore
deeply and analyze how they operate."

Day 2: Case Study Exploration of Art Spaces

Objective:Analyze detailed case studies of speci�c art spaces to understand their
operational structures, community engagement strategies, and artistic impacts.

Materials for Day 2:
- Detailed case studies of art spaces (e.g., TheMattress Factory, Prospect NOLA, The
Laundromat Project)
- Analysis worksheets
- Computers or tablets

Instructions and Script for Day 2:

Introduction (5minutes):
- Teacher Script: "Goodmorning! Yesterday, we got a broad overview of di�erent art
spaces. Today, we will delve deeper into some speci�c examples to understand their
unique dynamics and impacts."

Case Study Analysis (25minutes):
- Instructions: "Choose one of the provided case studies and analyze it using the
worksheet prompts. Consider its mission, how it engages with the community, and its
impact on artists."
- Materials: Provide analysis worksheets and access to computers or tablets for additional
research.
- Guidance: Help students understand the key aspects of each art space, encouraging
them to think critically about how these spaces operate and interact with their
communities.
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Group Presentations (20minutes):
- Instructions: "Each group will present their case study analysis, highlighting the space's
mission, engagement strategies, and impact."
- Teacher Script: "As you listen, think about the unique challenges and successes of each
space."

Wrap-Up (10minutes):
- Teacher Script: "Using today's insights, start thinking about how youwould design an
art space. Tomorrow, we’ll begin designing our own conceptual art spaces."

Day 3: Designing Your OwnArt Space

Objective:Apply knowledge from exploring and analyzing existing art spaces to design a
conceptual art space that addresses speci�c needs.

Materials for Day 3:
- Design parameters handout outlining considerations (target audience, artistic focus,
community integration)
- Art supplies for sketching designs

Instructions and Script for Day 3:

Introduction andDesign Brief (10minutes):
- Teacher Script: "Today, you’ll start designing your own art space. Think about the needs
of both artists and the community. How can you create a space that supports creativity
and engagement?"

DesignWorkshop (35minutes):
- Activity: Students use the criteria from the handout to sketch ormodel their art space.
Encourage consideration of accessibility, sustainability, and community needs.
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- Teacher Note: "Think about the daily functioning of your space and how it aligns with
broader community goals."

Peer Review (10minutes):
- Instructions: "Share your design with a partner and provide feedback on creativity,
feasibility, and community impact."
- Teacher Script: "Constructive feedback will help re�ne your designs andmake them
more e�ective."

Journal Re�ection (5minutes):
- Task: Students write in their journals about the design process and how feedback has
shaped their ideas.
- Teacher Note: "Re�ecting on your process is crucial for understanding your own
creative journey."

Day 4: Re�ning Art Space Designs

Objective:Re�ne art space designs based on feedback and further research, integrating
detailed design principles.

Materials for Day 4:
- Updated design criteria based on feedback
- Additional research resources for design inspiration
- Art supplies for revising designs

Instructions and Script for Day 4:

Review and Research (15minutes):
- Teacher Script: "Today, we’ll re�ne your designs using feedback and additional research.
Look for inspiration in other art spaces and think about how to improve your own
concept."
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- Activity: Students research additional examples of art spaces to gather ideas for
functionality and aesthetic appeal.

Design Re�nementWorkshop (30minutes):
- Activity: Students make detailed adjustments to their designs, focusing on improving
functionality, accessibility, and visual appeal.
- Teacher Note: "Small changes canmake a big di�erence in how e�ective and welcoming
your space is."

Group Critique (10minutes):
- Instructions: "Share your re�ned design with the class. Focus on what changes youmade
andwhy."
- Teacher Script: "Discuss the evolution of your ideas and how the feedback helped shape
them."

Re�ectiveWriting (5minutes):
- Task: Students update their journals, re�ecting on how their design has evolved and
what they learned through the process.
- Teacher Note: "Re�ection helps solidify your understanding and prepares you for future
creative projects."

Day 5: Final Presentations and Re�ection

Objective: Present �nal art space designs and re�ect on the learning process,
understanding the role of thoughtful design in creating e�ective art spaces.

Materials for Day 5:
- Criteria for �nal presentations, focusing on innovation, practicality, and community
impact
- Digital or physical models of art space designs

Instructions and Script for Day 5:
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Final Presentation Preparation (10minutes):
- Teacher Script: "Prepare to showcase your �nal designs. Think about how your space
serves both artists and the community and the impact you hope to achieve."

Final Presentations (30minutes):
- Activity: Students present their �nal designs to the class, discussing the rationale
behind their choices and the expected impact.
- Teacher Note: "Consider howwell each design addresses the needs and goals we
discussed throughout the week."

Class Discussion (15minutes):
- Discussion Points: "What challenges did you encounter in designing your art space?
How does thoughtful design in�uence the e�ectiveness of art spaces?"
- Teacher Script: "Re�ect on whatmakes an art space successful and the role of design in
achieving that success."

CourseWrap-Up and Re�ectiveWriting (5minutes):
- Task: Students write a �nal re�ection onwhat they’ve learned about art spaces and the
design process.
- Teacher Note: "Think about how this project has broadened your perspective on art and
community, and how it might in�uence your future projects."

Extensions and Assessments

Extensions:
- Early Finishers: Students who �nish early can write a short essay in their journals about
how theymight adapt their art space design to a di�erent community or artistic focus.
- Additional Research: Students can research an additional art space or artist-run
initiative and create a presentation for the class.
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Assessments:
- Formative Assessment: Monitor students' progress during design activities and provide
ongoing feedback.
- Summative Assessment: Use a rubric to evaluate each student's design based on
creativity, practicality, and understanding of art spaces.
- Self-Assessment: Have students complete a self-assessment form re�ecting on their
design and learning experience.
- Peer Assessment: Encourage peer feedback during critique sessions to foster
collaborative learning.

Teacher Notes:
- Provide clear criteria for assessments and explain them to students at the beginning of
the project.
- Use the rubric consistently to ensure fair and objective grading.
- Model positive and constructive feedback during critiques and encourage students to
practice these skills.
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