
Gothic Architecture
Known for its tall, pointed arches, large stained-
glass windows, and detailed carvings. Gothic
buildings often look very tall and dramatic, like
they are reaching up to the sky. 
Example: Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris.

What is Architecture?

Architecture is all about designing and building places where people live, work, and play. It’s the art and science of making buildings and other structures, like bridges, schools, houses,
and museums. Architects are like artists and engineers combined—they think about how to make buildings beautiful, safe, and useful all at the same time.

Imagine your favorite building. It could be a tall skyscraper, a cozy house, a big museum, or even a school. Architects are the people who come up with the ideas for these buildings.
They decide how the building will look on the outside and how people will use the space on the inside. They also think about how to make the building strong enough to stand up in
different weather, like strong winds or heavy snow.

Architecture is more than just putting up walls and roofs. Architects also think about the materials they will use, like wood, brick, glass, or concrete. They choose these materials based
on how they look, how strong they are, and how they will keep people inside comfortable, warm, or cool.

Architects need to use math, science, and art to create their designs. They draw blueprints, which are detailed drawings that show exactly how every part of the building will look and
how all the pieces will fit together. They also use computer programs to create 3D models of their buildings, so they can see what the finished building will look like before they even
start building.

Architecture is important because it shapes the places where we live our lives. Good architecture can make a city more beautiful, a home more comfortable, or a school a better place to
learn. Architects use their skills to solve problems and come up with creative solutions, like designing buildings that save energy or using recycled materials to help the environment.

So, architecture is all about designing spaces that are not only strong and safe but also beautiful and inspiring. It’s a way to bring art and science together to create places that make
people happy and comfortable!

Architectural Styles Guide
This guide helps you understand different architectural styles and the unique features that make each style special. It will give you

ideas and inspiration for designing your own dream building.

Different Styles of Buildings

Renaissance Architecture: 
Features balanced and symmetrical designs
with columns, domes, and flat ceilings. This
style focuses on proportion and harmony,
drawing inspiration from ancient Roman and
Greek architecture. 
Example: St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican City.

Modern Architecture
Characterized by simple, clean lines, open
spaces, and the use of modern materials like
glass, steel, and concrete. Modern buildings
often have a very sleek and minimalist look.
Example: The Sydney Opera House in Australia.

Postmodern Architecture
Combines different styles and elements from
the past in a playful way. This style often
includes unusual shapes, bright colors, and
surprising details. 
Example: The Guggenheim Museum in New
York City.

Baroque Architecture:
This style is very ornate and decorative, with
lots of curves, gold details, and dramatic use of
light and shadow. Baroque buildings often look
very grand and fancy. 
Example: The Palace of Versailles in France.

Sustainable Architecture
Known for its focus on environmentally friendly
design, energy efficiency, and the use of
renewable materials. Sustainable buildings
often incorporate features like green roofs,
solar panels, and natural ventilation to
minimize their impact on the environment.
Example: The Edge in Amsterdam.



Design Templates
We’re going to practice drawing different building! 

This guide helps you understand different architectural styles and the unique features that make each style special. 
It will give you ideas and inspiration for designing your own dream building.

Sketching Grid Pages

Use these grids to draw the front, side, and back views of your building. The grid helps you draw the outside of your building with the correct proportions.
Think about the overall shape and how it fits together.

Ideas!

Purpose: Plan the layout of the inside of your building.

Instructions: "Use these grids to draw the floor plans for each level of your building. Think about where the rooms will go, how people will move through the space, and any special
features you want to include, like a big staircase or a balcony."

Detail Drawing Pages

Focus on specific parts of your building, like windows, doors, or decorations.
Draw close-up views of important features in your building, such as the shape of the windows, the design of the door, or any decorations you want to add. Write a few sentences about
why you chose these designs.



Sketch Paper



End-of-Week Summary:
"Write a paragraph about your favorite part of this project. What did you learn about architecture? How do you feel about the building you designed and built?

Reflection Journal
Your reflection journal is a place to think about what you’re learning and how you’re growing as an artist. 

Writing in this journal will help you understand your design process better and remember what you learned.

What did you learn about different architectural styles today? Which style is your favorite and why?

What ideas do you have for your dream building? How did you decide on the style and features?

What did you learn about different architectural styles today? Which style is your favorite and why?

What challenges did you face when building your model today? How did you solve them?

What details did you add to your model today, and why are they important?

What did you enjoy most about presenting your building? What feedback did you receive from your classmates that you found helpful?


